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EDUCATION

2000 Ph.D. in Sociology and Demography, The Pennsylvania State University

1996 M.A. in Sociology and Demography, The Pennsylvania State University

1994 B.A. in Sociology, Whitworth College, summa cum laude

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2008- Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of North Carolina at

Chapel Hill

2002- Fellow, Carolina Population Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

2002-08 Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of North Carolina at

Chapel Hill  

2000-02 Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow, Population Studies Center, University of Michigan

HONORS

2007-08 Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford

University

2006 Rachel Rosenfeld Graduate Student Association Award for Excellence in

Mentoring, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

2005 William T. Grant Scholar, William T. Grant Foundation
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PUBLICATIONS

Book

Axinn, William G. and Lisa D. Pearce. 2006. Mixed Method Data Collection Strategies.

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Refereed Articles

Pearce, Lisa D. and Arland Thornton. 2007. “Religious Identity and Family Ideologies in the

Transition to Adulthood.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family. 69: 1227–1243.

Davis, Shannon N. and Lisa D. Pearce. 2007. “Adolescents’ Work-Family Gender Ideologies

and Educational Expectations.” Sociological Perspectives. 50(2):249-271.

Pearce, Lisa D. and Dana L. Haynie. 2004. “Intergenerational Religious Dynamics and

Adolescent Delinquency.” Social Forces. 82(4):1553-1572.

Pearce, Lisa D. 2002. “Integrating Survey and Ethnographic Methods for Systematic

Anomalous Case Analysis.” Sociological Methodology 32(1):103-132.  Reprinted in W. P. Vogt

(ed.). 2008.  Selecting Research Methods.  Sage Publications.

Barber, Jennifer S., Lisa D. Pearce, Indra Chaudhary, and Susan Gurung. 2002. “Voluntary

Associations and Fertility Limitation.” Social Forces 80(4):1269-1301.

Pearce, Lisa D. 2002. “The Influence of Early Life Course Religious Exposure on Young Adults’

Dispositions toward Childbearing.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 41(2):325-340.

Axinn, William G., Lisa D. Pearce, and Dirgha J. Ghimire. 1999. "Innovations in Life History

Calendar Applications.” Social Science Research 28:243-264.

Pearce, Lisa D. and William G. Axinn. 1998. “The Impact of Family Religious Life on the

Quality of Mother-Child Relations.” American Sociological Review 63:810-828.

Chapters

Pearce, Lisa D. and Melinda Lundquist Denton. Forthcoming. “Religiosity in the Lives of

Youth” in A. Furlong (ed.) International Handbook on Youth and Young Adulthood. Routledge

Press.
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Pearce, Lisa D. Forthcoming. “Religion and the Timing of First Births in the U.S.” in R.

Hummer and C. Ellison (eds.) Religion, Families, and Health in the United States: New

Directions in Population-Based Research. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.

Book Reviews

Pearce, Lisa D. 2004. “Book Review: Unequal Childhoods: Class, Race, and Family Life.” Social

Forces 82(4): 1661-1663.

Pearce, Lisa D. 2003. “Book Review: Children at the Millennium: Where Have We Come from,

Where Are We Going?” Contemporary Sociology 32(5):577-578.

Pearce, Lisa D. 2001. “Book Review: Family, Religion, and Social Change in Diverse Societies.”

Social Forces 80(2):740-741.

Pearce, Lisa D. 1999. “Book Review: God Gave Us the Right.” Journal for the Scientific Study of

Religion 38(4):564-565.

PRESENTATIONS

Lewis, Jamie and Lisa D. Pearce. 2008. “Adolescent Self Image: The Role of Religion.”

American Sociological Association, Boston, MA, 2008.

Pearce, Lisa D. and Jessica Halliday Hardie. 2008. “Family Religious Contexts and Educational

Outcomes in Late Adolescence.” Population Association of American Annual Meeting, New

Orleans, LA, 2008.

Pearce, Lisa D. and Maria W. Van Ryn. “In Their Own Words: How Youth Talk about

Religiosity and Spirituality across Early and Late Adolescence.”  Society for Research on Child

Development Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, 2007. 

Pearce, Lisa D. “Patterns in the Religious Lives of Youth.” Society for the Scientific Study of

Religion Annual Meeting, Portland, OR, 2006

Pearce, Lisa D, Daniel Nilsson DeHanas, Youn Ok Lee, and Maria W. Van Ryn. “Early Life

Course Factors Shaping Religious Involvement in Adolescence.” Society for the Scientific Study

of Religion Annual Meeting, Portland, OR, 2006

Pearce, Lisa D and Shannon N. Davis. “Religion, Work-Family Gender Ideology, and Fertility.”

Population Association of America Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, CA, 2006
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Davis, Shannon N. and Lisa D. Pearce.  “The Relationship between Gender Socialization and

Adolescent Educational Expectations.”  Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the

Population Association of America, Philadelphia, PA, and paper presented at the 68  Annualth

Meeting of the Southern Sociological Society, Charlotte, NC

Pearce, Lisa D. and Kimberley R. Manturuk. “Religion and Body Dissatisfaction among High

School Girls.”  Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Meeting, Kansas City, MO,

2004.

Pearce, Lisa D. and Arland Thornton. “Religious Identity and Family Ideologies in the

Transition to Adulthood.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco,

CA, 2004.

Pearce, Lisa D. “Religion’s Impact on the Timing of First Births in the U.S.” Religion, Family

Life, and Health in the United States Conference, University of Texas-Austin, 2004.

Regnerus, Mark and Lisa D. Pearce. “Preliminary Adolescent Outcome Findings of the NSYR,”

Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual Meeting, Norfolk, VA, 2003.

Pearce, Lisa D., William G. Axinn, and Indra Chaudhary. “Turning Influential Data Points into

Ethnographic Informants: Elaborating Links between Population Dynamics and Environmental

Consumption,” Population Association of America Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, MN, 2003.

Pearce, Lisa D. “Integrating Survey and Ethnographic Methods for Systematic Anomalous Case

Analysis,” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, 2002.

Pearce, Lisa D. and Dana L. Haynie. “Dimensions of Religion in Families and Delinquency:

Examining the Role of Religious Incongruity,” American Sociological Association Annual

Meeting, Anaheim, CA, 2001.

Pearce, Lisa D. “Religion’s Role in Shaping Childbearing Preferences: The Impact of Hinduism

and Buddhism,” Population Association of America Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, 2001.

Barber, Jennifer S., Lisa D. Pearce, Indra Chaudhary and Susan Gurung. “Voluntary

Associations and Fertility Limitation,” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting,

Washington, DC, 2000.

Pearce, Lisa D. “Improving Survey Data Analyses of Fertility Preferences Through

Ethnographic Exploration: Studying Model Outliers,” University of Michigan Population
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Center 2000 Brown Bag Series and Population Association of America Annual Meeting, Los

Angeles, CA, 2000.

Pearce, Lisa D. "The Role of Religious Upbringing in Determining Young Adults' Fertility

Preferences," Association for the Sociology of Religion Annual Meeting, Toronto, Ontario, 1997.

Axinn, William G., Lisa D. Pearce, and Dirgha J. Ghimire. "Innovations in Life History

Calendar Applications, " Population Association of America Annual Meeting, Washington,

D.C., 1997.

Pearce, Lisa D.  "The Impact of Family Religious Life on the Quality of Parent-Child Relations,"

American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, New York, NY, 1996.

Invited Talks

“Religiosity and Spirituality among American Youth.”  Session on Adolescents and Young

Voters: Faces of the Future, Executive Seminar for North Carolina Legislators, UNC-Chapel

Hill, November 14, 2005

“Mixed Method Research.”  Seminar at the Institute on Aging, UNC-Chapel Hill, 2005

“Religion and Body Satisfaction for Adolescent Girls.” Women’s Studies Colloquium, UNC-

Chapel Hill, 2004

“Integrating Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches.” Methodological Seminar, American

Sociological Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA, 2004

“Turning Outliers into Ethnographic Informants:  Elaborating Links between Population

Dynamics and Environmental Consumption.”  Department of Anthropology, Brown

University, October 18, 2002, and Carolina Population Center, Chapel Hill, NC, November 22,

2002.

GRANTS

Co-Investigator (with William G. Axinn, Principal Investigator). “PIRE (Partnerships for

International Research and Education) Collaborative Research and Training in Social Context,

Population Processes, and Environmental Change.” 

National Science Foundation. Period: October 1, 2007-September 30, 2012

Grant Amount: $2,492,303
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Co-Investigator (with Christian Smith, Principal Investigator). “Tracking the Religious Lives of

American Youth into Early Adulthood: NSYR Wave 3"

Lilly Endowment Inc. Period: January 1, 2007-December 31, 2010

Grant Amount: $1,096,631

Junior Faculty Development Award. “Religion and Family Life Pilot Survey”

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Period: January 1, 2007-December 31, 2007

Grant Amount: $7,500

University Research Council Research Grant. “Religion’s Role in How Girls Imagine and Enact

Their Futures”

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Period: January 1, 2007-December 31, 2007

Grant Amount: $5,000

Principal Investigator. “Religion’s Role in the Shaping of Self-Image, Aspirations, and

Achievement in Youth”

William T. Grant Foundation.  Period: July 1, 2005–June 30, 2010.

Grant Amount: $300,000

Co-Principal Investigator (with Christian Smith).  “Continuity and Change in the Religious

Lives of American Youth”

Lilly Endowment Inc. Period: December 1, 2004-December 31, 2007.

Grant Amount: $1,101,092

Co-Investigator (with William G. Axinn, Principal Investigator; Jennifer S. Barber, Ann E.

Biddlecom, and Stephen Matthews, Co-Investigators).  "Reciprocal Relations Between

Population and Environment" (R01-HD33551)

NICHD, National Institutes of Health.  Period: 2001-2006. 

Total Direct Costs: $2,821,269.

Co-Investigator (with Christian Smith, Principal Investigator; Michael Emerson, Mark

Regnerus, and David Sikkink, Co-Investigators). “The Religious Practices of American Youth" 

Lilly Endowment, Inc. Period: August 1, 2001-July 31, 2005.

Grant Amount: $3,960,000

COURSES TAUGHT (past three years)

Fall 2008 Soci 212: Demography: Theory, Substance, Techniques (13 students)
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Sum 2007 Survey Methods 652: Combining Qualitative and Quantitative Methods,

University of Michigan Survey Research Center’s Summer Institute (27

students)

Fall 2006 Soci 820: Seminar in Marriage and Family (10 students)

Sum 2006 Soc 988.211: Combining Qualitative and Quantitative Methods, University of

Michigan Survey Research Center’s Summer Institute (25 students)

Fall 2005 Soci 212: Demography: Theory, Substance, Techniques (15 students)

Soci 326: Ethnographic Data Collection one-credit workshop (10 students)

Spr 2005 Soci 30: Family and Society (43 students)

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Service to Discipline

Reviewer, American Sociological Review, Contemporary Sociology, Demography,

Developmental Psychology, Journal of Family Issues, Journal of Marriage and the

Family, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Social Forces, Sociological

Methodology, Sociological Methods and Research

Member, Editorial Board, Social Forces, 2002-present; Journal for the Scientific Study of

Religion, 2008-present

Consultant, Religion Survey Data Expansion Project, Center for the Study of Religion,

University of Notre Dame, 2007-present

Member, Program Committee, Population Association of America Annual Meeting, 2008

Discussant, “Religion, Contraception, and Fertility” Session, Population Association of America

Annual Meeting, 2008

Chair, Nominations Committee, Family Section, American Sociological Association 2007

Member, Program Committee, Population Association of America Annual Meeting, 2007

Member, Program Committee, Population Association of America Annual Meeting, 2006

Member, Nominations Committee, Religion Section, American Sociological Association, 2006

Presider and Discussant, “Sociology of Religion II” Session, American Sociological Association

Annual Meeting, 2005

Organizer, Religion Section Roundtables, American Sociological Association Annual Meeting,

2005

Organizer, “Religion and Religiosity: Trends and Patterns” Session, Population Association of

America Annual Meeting, 2005

Organizer, “Cultural Differences in Union Formation and Fertility” Session, American

Sociological Association Annual Meeting, 2004

Convener, “Issues in Qualitative Research Design and Methodology For Studies of Youth



-8-

Religion and Spirituality” Session, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Annual

Meeting, 2003

Organizer, “Religion and Life Course Transitions” Session, American Sociological Association

Annual Meeting, 2003

Presider and Discussant, “Religion and Family Roundtable Session,” American Sociological

Association Annual Meeting, 2003

Discussant, “Values, Attitudes and the Family in the United States” Session, Population

Association of America Annual Meeting, 2003

Organizer, “Family Exchanges and Investments” and “Parent-Child Ties” Sessions, Population

Association of America Annual Meeting, 2002

Discussant, Marital Quality and Stability Session, American Sociological Association Annual

Meeting, 2001

Member, Program Committee, Population Association of America Annual Meeting, 2001

Member, Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, 2002-present

Member, Population Association of America, 1996-present

Member, Association for the Sociology of Religion, 1995-present

Member, American Sociological Association, 1994-present

Service at UNC-Chapel Hill

Mentor, Summer Pre-graduate Research Experience, 2006, 2007

Advisory Council Member, Carolina Population Center, 2005-present

Grad Placement Chair, Department of Sociology, 2003-2007

Committee on Undergraduate Studies in Sociology, 2003-2007

Mentor, Moore Undergraduate Research Apprentice Program, 2004

Colloquium Committee, Department of Sociology, 2003-2005

Book Chair, Department of Sociology, 2002-2003

Social Committee, Department of Sociology, 2002-2003
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