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 May 2005 
 
 Reading List for the Family Comprehensive Exam 
 
This list is divided into primary and recommended readings. Everyone should know the primary 
readings; the recommended readings provide a stronger foundation of knowledge in the area but 
are not required. The readings are grouped according to theory, history, demography, and family 
process.  It is also expected that you will supplement this list on your own, with readings you 
believe to assist in your own mastery of the field.  It is hoped that this list will operate as a 
starting point for your discovery of the field and your development into a scholar of Family 
Sociology. 
 

FAMILY 
 

EARLY AND LATER CLASSICS 
 
Primary 
 

Becker, Gary S. 1981. A Treatise on the Family. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
 

Bott, Elizabeth. 1971. Family and Social Network (2nd edition). New York: Free Press. 
 

Clignet, Remi. 1970. Many Wives, Many Powers: Authority and Power in Polygynous 
Families. Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press. 

 
Engels, Frederick. 1972. The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State. New 

York: International. 
 

Frazier, E. Franklin. 1939. The Negro Family in the United States. Chicago: Chicago 
University Press. 

 
Goode, William J. 1963. World Revolution and Family Patterns. New York: Free Press. 
 

To follow up Goode’s World Revolution and Family Patterns 
Goode’s 1985 comments on his “citation classic” (2 pages)
(http://www.garfield.library.upenn.edu/classics1985/A1985AJH4700001.pdf) 

 
Levi-Strauss, Claude. 1969. The Elementary Structures of Kinship. New York: Beacon Press. 

(Orig. 1949.)  
 

Malinowski, Bronislaw. 1974. “Parenthood, the Basis of Social Structure.” In Rose L. Coser 
(ed.), The Family: Its Structure and Functions. New York: St. Martins Press. 

 
Moynihan, Daniel Patrick. 1965. The Negro Family: The Case for National Action. 

Washington, DC: Office of Policy Planning and Research, U.S. Department of Labor. 
 

http://www.garfield.library.upenn.edu/classics1985/A1985AJH4700001.pdf
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Schneider, David M. 1968. American Kinship: A Cultural Account. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: 
Prentice- Hall. 

 
Thomas, W.I., and F. Znaniecki 1918-20. The Polish Peasant in Europe and America. 

Chicago: Badger. Four or five volumes, but most of the bulk involves letters and a 
lengthy methodological note. Try to get a sense for this work by sampling, especially in 
volumes 1 and 2. 

 
 
THEORY AND GENERAL FAMILY  
 
Primary 
 

Berger, Peter L., and Hansfried Kellner. 1977. “Marriage and the Social Construction of 
Reality.” In Roger L. Berger (ed.), Facing Up to Modernity (pp. 5-22). New York: Basic 
Books. 

 
Davis, Kingsley. 1985. “The Future of Marriage.” In Kingsley Davis (ed.), Contemporary 

Marriage (pp. 25-52). New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 
 

Elder, Glen H., Jr. 1978. “Approaches to Social Change and the Family.” Supplement in the 
American Journal of Sociology, Volume 84. 

 
Elder, Glen H., Jr. 1999. Children of the Great Depression: Social Change in Life 

Experience. 25th Anniversary Edition. Boulder, CO: Westview Press. (Originally 
published in 1974, Chicago: University of Chicago Press.) 

 
Huber, Joan, and Glenna Spitze. 1988. “Trends in Family Sociology.” In Neil J. Smelser 

(ed.), The Handbook of Sociology (pp. 425-448). Newbury Park, CA: Sage. 
 

Parsons, Talcott. 1949. “The Social Structure of the Family.” In Ruth Nanda Anshen (ed.), 
The Family: Its Function and Destiny (pp. 173-201). New York: Harper. 

 
Popenoe, David. 1988. Disturbing the Nest: Family Change and Decline in Modern 

Societies. New York: Aldine DeGruyter. 
  

Popenoe, David, 1993. American Family Decline, 1960-1990 C “ Review and Appraisal.” 
Journal of Marriage and the Family 55(3):527-542. 

 
Waite, L. J.  2000. “The Family as a Social Organization: Key Ideas for the 21st Century.”  

Contemporary Sociology, Vol. 29 (3). 
 
Recommended 
 

Bellah, Robert, et al. 1985. Habits of the Heart. Berkeley, CA: University of California 
Press. 

 



 
 E:\WP\ALINE\ELDER\fam-ag-rdl  12/17/99 3 

Hartmann, Heidi I. 1981. “The Family as the Focus of Gender, Class, and Political Struggles: 
The Example of Housework.” Signs 6:366-394. 

 
Lasch, Christopher. 1977. Haven in a Heartless World. New York: Basic Books. 

 
Morgan, D. H. J. 1975. Social Theory and the Family. London; Boston: Routeledge and 

Kegan Paul. 
 

Poulson, Barry W. 1986. “The Family and the State: A Theoretical Framework.” In Joseph 
R. Peden and Fred R. Glahe, The American Family and the State (pp. 49-80). San 
Francisco: Pacific Research Institute for Public Policy. 

 
 
HISTORY 
 
Primary 
 

Anderson, Michael. 1980. Approaches to the History of the Western Family, 1500-1994. 
London: MacMillan. 

 
Demos, John. 1970. “Little Commonwealth: Family Life in Plymouth Colony.”  New York: 

Oxford University Press. 
 

Gutman, Herbert G. 1976. The Black Family in Slavery and Freedom, 1750-1925. New 
York: Pantheon. 

 
Hareven, Tamara K. 1978. Transitions; The Family and the Life Course in Historical 

Perspective. New York: Academic Press. 
 

Hareven, Tamara K. 1982. Family Time and Industrial Time. Cambridge; New York: 
Cambridge University Press. 

 
Hareven, Tamara K. 2000. Families, History, and Social Change: Life-Course and Cross-

Cultural Perspectives. Boulder, CO: Westview Press. 
 

Kertzer, David I. 1991. “Household History and Sociological Theory.” Annual Review of 
Sociology 17:155-179. 

 
Laslett, Peter. 1977. “Characteristics of the Western Family Considered over Time.” Journal 

of Family History 2:89-115. 
 

Mintz, Steven, and Susan Kellogg. 1988. Domestic Revolutions: A Social History of 
American Family Life. New York: Free Press. (a good overview text) 

 
Preston, Samuel H., Suet Lim, and S. Philip Morgan. 1992. “African-American Marriage in 

1910: Beneath the Surface of Census Data.” Demography 29(1):1-15. 
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Ruggles, Steven. 1994. “The Origins of African-American Family Structure.” American 
Sociological Review 59(February, 1994):136-151. 

 
Smelser, Neil J. 1968. “Sociological History: The Industrial Revolution and the British 

Working-Class Family.” Essays in Sociological Explanation (pp. 76-91). Englewood 
Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall. 

 
Swidler, Ann. 1980. “Love and Adulthood in American Culture.” In Neil J. Smelser and Erik 

H. Erikson (eds.), Themes of Work and Love in Adulthood (pp. 120-147). Cambridge, 
MA: Harvard University Press. 

 
Thorne, Barrie. 1982. “Feminist Rethinking of the Family: An Overview.” In Barrie Thorne 

(ed.), Rethinking the Family: Some Feminist Questions (pp. 1-24). New York: Longman. 
 
Thornton, Arland. 2005. Reading History Sideways: The Fallacy and Enduring Impact of the 

Developmental Paradigm on Family Life. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 
 

Tilly, Louise A., and Joan W. Scott. 1978. Women, Work, and Family. New York: Holt, 
Rinehart and Winston. 

 
Tilly, Charles. 1987. “Family History, Social History, and Social Change.” Journal of Family 

History 12:319-330. 
 
Recommended 
 

Modell, John. 1978. “Patterns of Consumption, Acculturation, and Family Income Strategy 
in Late Nineteenth-Century America.” In Tamara K. Hareven and Maris Vinovskis (eds.), 
Family and Population in Nineteenth-Century America. Princeton: Princeton University 
Press. 

 
Modell, John, and Tamara K. Hareven. 1973. “Urbanization and the Malleable Household: 

An Examination of Boarding and Lodging in American Families.” Journal of Marriage 
and the Family 35: 467-479. 

 
Morgan, Edmund S. 1966. The Puritan Family. New York: Harper & Row. 

 
Quadagno, Jill. 1982. Aging in Early Industrial Society: Work, Family, and Social Policy in 

Nineteenth-Century England. New York: Academic Press. 
 

Smith, Daniel Scott, and Michael S. Hindus. 1974-75. “Premarital Pregnancy in America 
1640-1971: An Overview and Interpretation.” Journal of Interdisciplinary History 5:537-
570. 

 
Stone, Lawrence. 1975. “The Rise of the Nuclear Family in Early Modern England.” In 

Charles E. Rosenberg (ed.), The Family in History (pp. 13-57). Philadelphia: University 
of Pennsylvania Press. 
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Wall, Richard, Jean Robin, and Peter Laslett, (eds.). 1983. Family Forms in Historic Europe. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 
 
DEMOGRAPHY  
 
Primary 
 

Amato, Paul R., and Alan Booth. 1997. A Generation at Risk: Growing Up in an Era of 
Family Upheaval. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

 
Casper, L.M. and S.M. Bianchi.  2002.  Continuity and Change in the American Family.  

Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
 
Bumpass and Lu.  2000.  “Trends in Cohabitation and Implications for Children’s Family 

Contexts in the United States.”  Population Studies 54 (1):29-41. 
 
Cherlin, Andrew J. 1992. Marriage, Divorce, Remarriage. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press. 
 

Duncan, Greg J., Martha S. Hill, and Saul D. Hoffman. 1988. “Welfare Dependence within 
and across Generations.” Science 239:467-471. 

 
Farley, Reynolds. 1996. The New American Reality: Who We Are, How We Got There, 

Where We are Going. New York: Russell Sage Foundation. (Only Chapter 6) 
  
Kohler, H.-P., J. L. Rodgers, and K. Christensen (2002). Between nurture and nature:  
 The shifting determinants of female fertility in Danish twin cohorts 1870-1968. Social  
 Biology 49(3-4), 218-248 
 
Harris, Kathleen Mullan, Frank F. Furstenberg, Jr., and Jeremy K. Marmer. 1998. “Paternal 

Involvement with Adolescents in Intact Families: The Influence of Fathers Over the Life 
Course.” Demography 35(2):201-216. 

 
Hernandez, Donald J. 1993. America’s Children: Resources from Family, Government and 

the Economy. New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 
 

Hogan, Dennis P., and Nan Marie Astone. 1986. “The Transition to Adulthood.” Annual 
Review of Sociology12:109-130. 

 
Kobrin, Frances E. 1976. “The Fall in Household Size and the Rise of the Primary Individual 

in the United States.” Demography 13(1):127-138. 
 
McLanahan, Sara.  2004.  “Diverging Destinies:  How Children Are Faring Under the 

Second Demographic Transition.”  Demography 41:607-627. 
 
Morgan, S. P. and R. B. King (2001). "Why Have Children in the 21st Century? Biological 
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Predisposition, Social Coercion, Rational Choice." European Journal of Population 17: 3-
20. 

 
Oppenheimer, Valerie Kincade. 1994. “Women’s Rising Employment and the Future of the 

Family in Industrial Societies.” Population and Development Review 20:293-342. 
 

Pagnini, D.L., and R.R. Rindfuss. 1993. “The Divorce of Marriage and Childbearing: 
Changing Attitudes and Behavior in the United States.” Population and Development 
Review 9 (June 1993):331-348. 

 
Rindfuss, Ronald R., C. Gary Swicegood, and Rachel A. Rosenfeld. 1987. “Disorder in the 

Life Course: How Common and Does it Matter?” American Sociological Review 52 
December 1987):785-801. 

 
The following four articles should be read together: 

1. Ruggles, Steven. 1997. “The Rise of Divorce and Separation in the United States, 
1880-1990.” Demography 34(4):455-466. 

2. Oppenheimer, Valerie Kincade. 1997. “Comment on, The Rise of Divorce and 
Separation in the United States, 1880-1990.” Demography 34(4):467-472. 

3. Preston, Samuel H. 1997. “Comment on Steven Ruggles’s, The Rise of Divorce and 
Separation in the United States, 1880-1990.” Demography 34(4):473-474. 

4. Ruggles, Steven. 1997. “Reply to Oppenheimer and Prestion.” Demography 34(4):475-
479. 

 
Seltzer, Judith A., Christine Bachrach, Suzanne M. Bianchi, Caroline Bledsoe, Lynne 

Casper, P. Lindsay Chase-Lansdale, Thomas A. DiPrete, V. Joseph Hotz, S. Philip 
Morgan, Seth G. Sanders, Duncan Thomas. 2005. “Designing New Models for 
Explaining Family Change and Variation: Challenges for Family Demographers.”  
Journal of Marriage and the Family, Forthcoming. 

 
Smock, Pamela J. 2000. “Cohabitation in the United States: An Appraisal of Research 

Themes, Findings, and Implications,” Annual Review of Sociology 26: 1-20. 
 
South, Scott J., and Stewart E. Tolnay (eds.). 1992. The Changing American Family: 

Sociological and Demographic Perspectives. Boulder, CO: Westview Press. 
 
Sweeney, M.M. 2002.  “Two Decades of Family Change:  The Shift in Economic 

Foundations of Marriage.”  American Sociological Review 67:132-147. 
 

Sweet, James, and Larry Bumpass. 1987. American Families and Households. New York: 
Sage Foundation. (Central themes.) 

 
Uhlenberg, Peter. 1988. “Aging and the Societal Significance of Cohorts.” In James E. 

Birren and Vern L. Bengtson (eds.), Emergent Theories of Aging (pp. 405-425). New 
York: Springer. 

 
Uhlenberg, Peter. 1980. “Death and the Family.” Journal of Family History 5(3):313-320. 



 
 E:\WP\ALINE\ELDER\fam-ag-rdl  12/17/99 7 

 
K. W. Wachter and R. A. Bulatao (Eds.), Offspring: Human Fertility Behavior in 

Biodemographic Perspective, pp. 224-259. National Research Council, Committee on 
Population, Division on Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education. Washington, 
D.C.: The National Academies Press. 

 
Waite, Linda J. 1995. “Does Marriage Matter.” Demography 32(4):483-507. 

 
Waite, L. J.  2000. “The Negative Effects of Cohabitation.”  The Responsive Community 10 

(1):31-38. 
 
Waite, L. J., Bachrach, C., Hindin, M., Thomson, E., Thornton, A., editors.  Ties That Bind: 

Perspectives on Marriage and Cohabitation. New York: Aldine de Gruyter; 2000 
 

Watkins, Susan Cotts, Jane A. Menken, and John Bongaarts 1987. “Demographic 
Foundations of Family Change.” American Sociological Review 52(3):346-358. 

 
Recommended 
 

Axinn William G., and Arland Thornton. 1992. “The Relationship Between Cohabitation and 
Divorce: Selectivity or Causal Influence?” Demography 29(3):357-374. 

 
Loomis, Laura Spencer, and Nancy S. Landale. 1994. “Nonmarital Cohabitation and 

Childbearing Among Black-and-White American Women.” Journal of Marriage and the 
Family 56(4):949-962. 

 
Manning, Wendy D., and Nancy S. Landale. 1996. “Racial and Ethnic Differences in the 

Role of Cohabitation and Premarital Childbearing.” Journal of Marriage and the Family 
58(1):63-77. 

 
Manning, Wendy D., and Pamela J. Smock. 1995. “Why Marry? Race and the Transition to 

Marriage Among Cohabitors.” Demography 32(4):509-520. 
 

Uhlenberg, Peter, Teresa Cooney, and Robert Boyd. 1990. “Divorce for Women after 
Midlife.” Journal of Gerontology 44:3-11. 

 
 
FAMILY PROCESS AND LINKAGES 
 
Primary 
 

Amato, Paul R. and Juliana M. Soboleswski. 2001. “The Effects of Divorce and Marital 
Discord on Adult Children’s Psychological Well-Being.” American Sociological Review 
66(6):900-921. 

 
Baumrind, Diana. 1971. “Current Patterns of Parental Authority.” Developmental Psychology 

4(1, Part 2 C Developmental Monographs):1-103. 
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Bengtson, Vern L., and W. Andrew Achenbaum (eds.). 1993. The Changing Contract Across 

the Generations. New York: Aldine de Gruyter. 
 

Bielby, William T., and Denise D. Bielby. 1989. “Family Ties: Balancing Commitments to 
Work and Family in Dual Earner Households.” American Sociological Review 54:76-89. 

 
Blumberg RL, Coleman MT. 1989. A Theoretical Look at the Gender Balance of Power in 

the American Couple. Journal of Family Issues 10: 225-50. 
 

Booth, Alan, and Ann C. Crouter (eds.). 1998. Men in Families: When do They Get 
Involved? What Difference Does it Make? Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 
Bronfenbrenner, Urie. 1979. The Ecology of Human Development. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press. 
 

Cherlin, Andrew J. 1999. “Going to Extremes: Family Structure, Children’s Well-being, and 
Social Science.” Demography 36(4):421-428. 

 
Cherlin, Andrew J. 2004. “The Deinstitutionalization of American Marriage.” Journal of 

Marriage and Family 66: 848-861. 
 

Cherlin, Andrew J., and Frank F. Furstenberg, Jr. 1988. The New American Grandparent. 
New York: Basic Books. 

 
Coan, James, John M. Gottman, Julia Bobcock, and Neil Jacobsen. 1997. “Battering and the 

Male Rejection of Influence from Women.” Aggressive Behavior 23(5):375-388. 
Eckenrode, John, and Susan Gore (eds.). 1990. Stress Between Work and Family. New York: 

Plenum. 
 
Edin, Kathryn and Maria Kefalas.  2005.  Promises I can Keep:  Why Poor Women Put 

Motherhood before Marriage.  Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. 
 
Elder, Glen H., Jr., and Rand D. Conger. 2000. Children of the Land: Adversity and Success 

in Rural America. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. See also Elder, 1974, 1999 
(under History). 

 
Entwisle, Doris R., and Susan G. Doering. 1981. The First Birth. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press. 
 

Furstenberg, Frank F., Jr., and Andrew J. Cherlin. 1991. Divided Families: What Happens to 
Children when Parents Part. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

 
Furstenberg, Frank F., Jr., Thomas D. Cook, Jacquelynne Eccles, Glen H. Elder, Jr., and 

Arnold Sameroff. 1998. Managing to Make It: Urban Families and Adolescent Success. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
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Duncan, Greg J., and Jeanne Brooks-Gunn (eds.). 1998. Consequences of Growing Up Poor 
(Chapter 4). New York: Russell Sage. 

 
Gelles, Richard J., and Murray A. Strauss. 1988. Intimate Violence. New York: Simon & 

Schuster. 
 

Gottman, John M. 1994. What Predicts Divorce? Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 
 

Gottman, John M., James Coan, Sybil Carrere, and Catherine Swanson. 1998. “Predicting 
Marital Happiness and Stability from Newlywed Interactions.” Journal of Marriage and 
the Family 60(1):5-22. 

 
Hagestad, Gunhild O. 1981. “Problems and Promises in the Social Psychology of 

Intergenerational Relations.” In Robert W. Fogel, Elaine Hatfield, Sara B. Kiesler, and 
Ethel Shanas (eds.), Aging: Stability and Change in the Family (pp. 11-46). New York: 
Academic Press. 

 
Harris, Kathleen Mullan and Suzanne Ryan. 2004. “Father Involvement and the Diversity of 

Family Context.” Pp.293-319 in Randal D. Day and Michael E. Lamb (eds.), 
Conceptualizing and Measuring Father Involvement. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates. 

 
Hetherington, E. Mavis, and W.G. Clingempeel. 1992. “Coping with Marital Transitions: A 

Family Systems Perspective.” Monographs of the Society for Research in Child 
Development 57(2-3, Serial No. 227):1-242. 

 
Heuveline, Timberlake, and Furstenberg.  2003.  Shifting Childrearing to Single Mothers:  

Results from 17 Western Countries.”  Population and Development Review 29(1):47-71 
 

Hochschild, Arlie Russell. 1989. The Second Shift: Working Parents and the Revolution at 
Home. New York: Viking. 

 
Hochschild, Arlie Russell. 1997. The Time Bind: When Work Becomes Home and Home 

Becomes Work. New York: Metropolitan Books. 
 
Lareau, Annette. 2003. Unequal Childhoods: Class, Race, and Family Life. Berkeley, CA: 

University of California Press. 
 
Luker, Kristin.1996. Dubious Conceptions: The Politics of Teenage Pregnancy. Cambridge, 

MA: Harvard University Press. 
 
Lundberg S, Pollak R. 2002. Bargaining and Distribution in Families. In The Wellbeing of 

Children and Families, ed. A Thornton. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 
 
McLanahan, Sarah, and Gary Sandefur. 1994. Growing Up with a Single Parent: What 

Hurts, What Helps. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
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Moen, Phyllis, and Elaine Wethington. 1992. “The Concept of Family Adaptive Strategies.” 
Annual Review of Sociology 18:233-251. See also Stack, Carol B. 1974. All Our Kin: 
Strategies for Survival in a Black Community. New York: Harper & Row. 

 
Ross, Catherine E., John Mirowsky and Karen Goldsteen.  1990.  "The Impact 
 of the Family on Health: The Decade in Review." Journal of Marriage and the 
 Family 52: 1059-1078. 
 
Rossi, Alice S., and Peter H. Rossi. 1990. Of Human Bonding: Parent-Child Relations 

Across the Life Course. New York: Aldine. 
 
Rindfuss, Ronald R., Minja Kim Choe, Larry L. Bumpass, and Noriko O. Tsuya. 2004. 

“Social Networks and Family Change in Japan.” American Sociological Review 
69(6):838-861. 

 
Simon, Robin W.  2002.  "Revisiting the Relationships among Gender, 

 Marital Status, and Mental Health."  American Journal of Sociology 107: 
 1065-1096. 
 

Treas J. 1993. Money in the Bank: Transaction Costs and the Economic Organization of 
Marriage. American Sociological Review 58: 723-34 

 
Umberson, Debra.  1992.  "Gender, Marital Status and the Social Control of 

 Health Behavior."  Social Science and Medicine 34: 907-917. 
 

 
Recommended 
 

Evenhouse, Eirik and Siobhan Reilly.  2004.  “A Sibling Study of Stepchild Well-being.”  
Journal of Human Resources 39:248-276. 

 
Frederickson-Goldsen, K. I., Sharlack, A. E.  Families and Work: New Directions in the 

Twenty-First Century.  New York: Oxford University Press; 2002. 
 
Harper, S., editor.  The Family in an Aging Society.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000. 
 
Hertz, R., Marshall, N., editors.  Women and Work in the Twentieth Century.  Berkeley: 

University of California Press; 2000 
 
Lamb, Michael E. (ed.). 1986. Father’s Role. New York: Wiley. 
 
Lang, K. and J. Zagorsky. 2001. “Does Growing up with a Parent Absent Really Hurt?” 

Journal of Human Resources. 36(2): 253-273. 
 

Parke, Ross D. 1981. Fathers. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
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Quinton, David, and Michael Rutter. 1988. Parenting Breakdown: The Making and Breaking 
of Intergenerational Links. Brookfield, VT: Avebury. 

 
Shimkin, Demitri B., et al. 1978. “The Black Extended Family: A Basic Rural Institution and 

a Mechanism of Urban Adaptations.” In Demitri B. Shimkin, Edith M. Shimkin, and 
Dennis A. Frate (eds.), The Extended Family in Black Societies (pp.25-147). The Hague: 
Mouton. 

 
Stanley, S.M., S.W. Whitton, and H.J. Markman.  2004.  “Maybe I Do: Interpersonal 

Commitment and Premarital or Non-Marital Cohabitation.  Journal of Family Issues 
25:496-519. 

 
Whyte, M. K.  Strengthening American Marriages: A Communitarian Perspective.  

Browning, D., Doherty, W., contributors.  Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield; 2000.  
 
 


